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WHERE WE ARE RIGHT NOW 
Per Johns Hopkins University & Medicine – Updated August 29, 2020

Denton County 
• Confirmed COVID Cases – 9,994 
• Total COVID Related Deaths – 131  

Tarrant County 
• Confirmed COVID Cases – 41,272 
• Total COVID Related Deaths – 550 

Wise County 
• Confirmed COVID Cases – 646 
• Total COVID Related Deaths – 12



BEST NEWS RIGHT NOW
COVID-19 Positivity Lines are Flattening



REMOTE LEARNING STATS

•25,310 Students Learning Remotely 

•1,700 Teachers Teaching Remotely 

•215 Students receiving Special Education services  
In-Person, with more students coming in Phase 2 

•5,106 Grab and Go Meals (First Day - August 28)



TECHNOLOGY STATS 
First Day until Friday, August 28, at 10:30 a.m.

• 23,428 active NISD Chromebooks 
• 275,410  logins to NISD Student Portal  
• 31,494 Zoom meetings  
• 25,000+ students have successfully accessed instructional materials via the portal  
Elementary  

• 13,159 active students in Seesaw (primarily used at elementary) 
• 13,000 connected family members that are actively engaged (primarily elementary) 
• 280,000 student posts in Seesaw (up 117% since last year) 
Secondary 

• Up to 19,000 unique connections to Moodle at once



PREPARING FOR  
IN-PERSON LEARNING

In-Person Learning option will begin September 14.



LEARNING PREFERENCE

75% 25%
In-Person Remote

100% Northwest ISD



IN-PERSON LEARNING SAFETY PROTOCOLS

Visit https://www.nisdtx.org/health 
• Detailed safety procedures for positive 

COVID-19 cases  
• Definition of “close contact” is 

identified for contact tracing 
• And more



Health Pre-Screening for Staff & Students 

Masks Required 

Social Distancing Protocols 

Handwashing & Hand Sanitizing 

Close Contact Defined

PROMOTING HEALTHY BEHAVIORS 



NISD PARENT COVID-19 PLEDGE

• Sent via e-mail Friday, August 28. 

• Texas Education Agency guidelines specify parents are 
to ensure safety precautions (no COVID-19 symptoms, 
not exposed, etc.). 

•NISD COVID-19 Pledge serves as this safety assurance, 
commitment, and partnership.



SAFETY PROTOCOLS
Friday, September 11 
• Teachers will spend the afternoon on campus preparing for 

In-Person students and reviewing safety protocols. 
• After lunch, students will have asynchronous independent 

work for their afternoon classes.  
• Attendance will be taken for all class periods (following our 

current attendance practices), and students will be 
expected to access their work for the afternoon on SeeSaw 
or Moodle. 



Promoting Healthy Behaviors  
MASKS REQUIRED

• For the safety of everyone, face coverings will be required in NISD schools 
and buildings. All students and employees are expected to wear a mask.  

• Appropriate face coverings include: disposable masks, washable masks, 
neck gaiters.  

• There may be times that face shields will be utilized, but face shields are 
not recommended by the CDC as a substitute for a face covering.  

• Masks with exhalation valves or vents are not a CDC approved mask and 
are not acceptable.  

• Being 6 feet apart does not negate the requirement to wear a mask.



Promoting Healthy Behaviors  
MASKS REQUIRED

EXCEPTIONS 
• If a student who receives SpEd or 504 services has a medical condition that prevents them 

from wearing a mask, the ARD/504 committee will review the medical documentation 
discussed with the doctor and other relative data, to determine if accommodations are 
appropriate.  

• Students who are currently not receiving SpEd or 504 services but have a medical condition 
that prevents them from wearing a mask, should contact their campus 504 Coordinator. 

NON COMPLIANCE 
• Slogans and images on masks must comply with the NISD dress code.   
• If students don’t abide by the face mask requirement for In-Person Learning, they may be 

moved to Remote Learning. 



Promoting Healthy Behaviors  
DEFINITION OF CLOSE CONTACT

Close Contact is defined as meeting the conditions of any of the following:   
1. Anyone being directly exposed to infectious secretions  

a. They sneezed, coughed, or somehow got respiratory droplets on you 
b. You had direct physical contact with the person (hugged or kissed them) 
c. You shared eating or drinking utensils 

2. Anyone living with or providing care at home to someone who is sick with 
COVID-19 

3. Anyone being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes or longer*   

*additional factors like case/contact masking, ventilation, presence of dividers, and symptomology may affect 
determination 



• If an individual who has been in a school is lab-confirmed 
to have COVID-19, the school will notify the local health 
department. 

• NISD will notify all teachers, staff, and families of all 
students in a school if a lab-confirmed COVID-19 case is 
identified among students, teachers, or staff who 
participate in any on-campus activities. 

Preparing for Illness 
NOTIFICATION OF A TEST-CONFIRMED CASE



NISD will have a 3-tiered notification process : 
• Tier 1 - Communication to all who are assigned to that specific campus. This includes families of 

students who have elected Remote Learning in addition to those who are attending In-Person 
learning.  

• Tier 2 - Communication to all who are enrolled in any class or activity with the individual who 
has the lab-confirmed COVID-19 case. Stating they may meet the definition of having Close 
Contact with the case. Those receiving this letter will be required to monitor themselves and if 
they begin to have any COVID-19 symptoms, they will need to quarantine and contact their 
campus.  

• Tier 3 – Communication to all verified Close Contacts. Campus COVID Contact will begin an 
investigation. If the results of this investigation provide that Close Contact was confirmed with any 
teachers, staff, or students, those specific individuals will receive communication requiring them to 
quarantine.  

Preparing for Illness 
NOTIFICATION OF A TEST-CONFIRMED CASE



Any individual who is: 
1. Lab-confirmed to have COVID-19 
 OR  
2. Has experienced symptoms of COVID-19  

• Must stay at home throughout the infection period and cannot return to the campus until the 
school system screens the individual to determine if the following conditions for campus re-entry 
have been met: 

• Individual diagnosed with COVID-19 all three must be met: 

1. At least one day (24 hours) has passed since recovery (no fever without the use of fever-
reducing medications)  

2. The individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g. cough, shortness of breath)  
3. At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared

Preparing for Illness 
RETURNING TO CAMPUS AFTER RECOVERY



• Individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and has not been evaluated by a 
medical professional or tested for COVID-19: 

1. Individual is assumed to have COVID-19, and the individual may not return to the 
campus until the individual has completed the same three-step set of criteria listed 
above. 

• Individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to school before 
completing the above stay-at-home period, must provide one of the following:  

1. Obtain a medical professional's note clearing the individual for return based on an 
alternative diagnosis 

 OR 
2. Obtain an acute infection test at an approved testing location that comes back 

negative for COVID-19.

Preparing for Illness 
RETURNING TO CAMPUS AFTER RECOVERY



• Individuals who have had Close Contact with a lab-confirmed COVID-19 case: 
1. Must stay at home through the 14-day incubation period and should not be 

allowed on campus. 

• Northwest ISD clinic staff will screen individuals after the incubation period has 
concluded, and if the individual did not experience COVID-19 symptoms during that 
period, the individual can be allowed back on campus. If the individual experienced 
symptoms, they must stay at home until the conditions outlined above have been met.

Preparing for Illness 
RETURNING TO CAMPUS AFTER RECOVERY



IN-PERSON SCHOOL HOURS

In-Person Learning school day will stay the same. 
• Elementary School: 7:40 a.m. – 3 p.m.  

•Middle School: 8:50 a.m. – 4:10 p.m. 

• High School: 8:40 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

• Steele Accelerated High School: 8:30 a.m. – 3:50 p.m.  

•Assigned teachers could change as we level classes, 
but we are working diligently to minimize changes.



HIGH SCHOOL BELL SCHEDULE
8:40 9:25 1st Period
9:30 10:15 2nd Period

10:15 10:20 TV Announcements
10:25 11:00 Advisory
11:05 11:50 3rd Period
11:55 12:40 4th Period
12:45 1:30 5th Period
1:35 2:20 6th Period
2:25 3:10 7th Period
3:15 4:00 8th Period



MIDDLE SCHOOL BELL SCHEDULE
  6th Grade Bell Schedule 7th Grade Bell Schedule 8th Grade Bell Schedule

Period Period Period
1 8:50 - 9:35 1 8:50 - 9:35 1 8:50 - 9:35
2 9:39 - 10:24 2 9:39 - 10:24 2 9:39 - 10:24

Advisory 10:28-10:48 Advisory 10:28-10:48 Advisory 10:28-10:48
3 10:52 - 11:37 3 10:52 - 11:37 3 10:52 - 11:37

Lunch 11:37 - 12:07 4 11:41 - 12:26 4 11:41 - 12:26
4 12:09 - 12:54 Lunch 12:26 -12:56 5 12:30 - 1:15
5 12:58 - 1:43 5 12:58 - 1:43 Lunch 1:15 - 1:45
6 1:47 - 2:32 6 1:47 - 2:32 6 1:47 - 2:32
7 2:36 - 3:21 7 2:36 - 3:21 7 2:36 - 3:21
8 3:25 - 4:10 8 3:25 - 4:10 8 3:25 - 4:10



ARRIVAL
To support social distancing: 
• Middle School and High School campuses will open daily at 8:20 a.m. for 

students to enter the building to start their day.  
• Campuses will use multiple entry points.  
• Campuses will communicate individual arrival plans.  
• Students will go straight to their classroom when possible. 
• Students that eat breakfast at school: 

• Pre-packaged meals to pick 
• Eat socially-distanced in cafeteria or classroom 

• Masks will be worn. 
• Parents will not come into the buildings.



ARRIVAL
Upon arrival to the classroom 

• Students will use hand sanitizer. 

• Desks will be cleaned from the night before. 

• Students will not share lockers or cubbies. 

• Masks will be worn.



DURING SCHOOL

• Individual supplies used as much as possible. 
• Desks will be separated to maintain social distancing.  
• Plexi-glass partitions will be used for one-on-one or  

small group time with the teacher. 
• Students will be assigned seats in the classroom. 
• Masks will be worn. 



DURING SCHOOL
Procedures for Student Movement:  

• Students will use hand sanitizer during transition times. 

• Desks and supplies will be sanitized. 

• Movement patterns are designed for  
social distancing. 

• Masks will be worn.



LUNCH AND RECESS
Lunch
• Elementary – 2 lunch choices for 

those purchasing a lunch 
• Secondary - all lines will be open to 

help with line speed and distancing 
• Masks required in lunch line 
• Social distancing in lunch line 
• Students socially distanced at tables 
• Frequent cleaning of cafeteria

Recess
• Masks required 

• Masks may be removed for periods 
where vigorous activity and social 
distancing can both be achieved 

• Hand sanitizing stations installed on 
playgrounds 

• Campus procedures in place for social 
distancing 

• Limiting equipment to specified grade 
level/classes 

• Hand sanitizing/washing upon returning 
to class



DISMISSAL

• Masks will be required. 

• Multiple exit points. 

• Staggered release times to support social distancing. 

• Campuses will communicate individual dismissal plans. 



REMOTE LEARNING PLAN 
After September 14

Elementary School 
• The current Remote Schedule will stay the same.  

Middle School and High School 
• Returning to 8-period day. All class periods will occur at the same 

time for In-Person and Remote learners (no more A/B Day). 
• Remote students may see a change in HAC.  
• All Remote students will receive communication and guidance 

about their remote classes next week.



CHANGING BETWEEN REMOTE LEARNING AND 
IN-PERSON LEARNING

•Changes can be made at the end of each 9-week 
Grading Period. 
•Windows for changing preferences are outlined in the 

NISD Grading Guidelines. 

• If you have concerns about your current preference 
selection, contact your child’s Assistant Principal or 
Counselor by September 2.



1 Previously postponed Board of Trustee 
Election

Previously postponed Bond Election

Voter-Approval Tax Rate Election

NOVEMBER 3 ELECTION



MORE INFORMATION

•www.nisdtx.org/ReturnToLearn 
•NISD News Emails 

•Social Media 

•CovidQuestions@nisdtx.org 
•Campus Contacts (Principals, Assistant Principals, 

Counselors, Teachers)




